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between  your  office  and  this  Center  on 
our  tele'type  messa^,  dated  23  May  1950  regarding  the 
preparatiea  and  traumlsaion  of  subject  natter. 

2.  Attached  doeuaent  reflects  the  varioue  breakdowns  of  UFO  evaluations  and 
statistics^  as  req\iested  Mr.  Henderson.  Also  Included^  are  detailed  statistical 
and  other  Delated  data  extracted  froa  the  USAF  Project  "Blue  Je^"  Special  Report  Nr. 
l4.  This  dhould  fulfill  all  requlreaents  on  the  aatter. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

WASHINGTON 


OFFiCe  OF  THC  SeCRCTARy 


5 lUOu/f 

'U  ^ 20  May  1956 

' CUM4d^  L?  «Vt.;  // 


Dear  Mr.  Arcler: 


Here  Is  a letter  from  Congressman  Henderson  of  the  l^th  District, 
Ohio,  concerning  UFO's. 


He  asks  many  questions  and  ve  desire  to  have  complete  answers  to 
each  one  In  response  to  his  letter. 


He  also  wants  ten  of  the  best  sightings  In  the  last  five  years 
which  have  been  classified  as  "unknowns'*.  Please  oblige  to  the  best 
of  your  ability. 


I<laJor  Boland  and  1 intend  to  hand~carry  the  reply  to  Mr.  Henderson 
and  brief  him  on  the  entire  project  as  Bolcmd  did  Chairman  Vinson  and 
ve  intend  to  show  him  the  minutes  of  the  Panel  meetings  leading  to  their 
Formal  Report. 


I suspect  the  letter  was  inspired  by  a constitutent  in  Ohio  but, 
since  the  Congressman  uses  first  person,  we  must  handle  as  a personal 
congressional  inquiry. 

I need  this  inf oimation  in  my  office  ^ later  than_^  May  1956.  i- 
Sorry  for  the  time  element  but  their  suspense  to  me  is  the  next  day. 


Office  of  Information  Ser\'ices 


Inclosiare 

a/s 

Mr.  A.  F.  Arcler  ’ 

Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 
Wrlght-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Ohio 
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COMMITTEE: 

Banking  and  Currency 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNTIED 
HOUSE  OF  REyRESENTATT^*  • 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

May  8,  1956 

Hon.  Neil  H,  McElroy 
Secretary  of  Defense 
Department  of  Defense 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr,  Secretary: 

I have  read  with  considerable  interest  tbeb«o^k,  "The  Report 
on  Unidentified  Flying  Objects,"  by  Edward  J,  Rupp«ll  „ telling  of  the 
work  of  Project  Blue  Book. 

In  order  to  be  broiight  up  to  date  with  resjHCt  to  informa- 
tion developed  since  Ruppelt  left  the  project,  I appreciate 

having  the  answer  to  several  questions.  Briefly,  questions 

are  outlined  below. 

' Is  Project  Blue  Book,  or  some  similar  pro>HK.9  still  in 
operation  to  receive,  investigate  and  evaluate  UFO  tpecorts 7 

Have  reports  of  UFO’s  still  continued  to  cmt*  in?  If  so, 
how  many  since  1953^*'  these  distributed  by  and  month? 

S'  How  many  have  been  classified  as  "unknowns"  by  yeaivntdfl.  month? 

c Have  any  efforts  been  made  to  get  more  scItiB  fie  data  on 
UFO's  than  is  provided  by  visual  sightings  by  groiAd^  zr*  air  observers, 
or  by  visual  observance  of  radar  equipment?  F For  e)^  ILe,  have  any 
films  been  made  or  radar  screens  \*en  a UFO  is  plctal  <ui.p?<*  Have  any 
efforts  been  made  accurately  to  track  and  triangulate  JUrpO’s  so  as  to 
give  more  accurate  information  on  speed,  size  and  al;^  'ttoide?/.  Have  any 
tests  been  conducted  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  ^ connection  be- 
tween background  radiation  and  the  presence  of  a UE^  2Jave  spectro- 
meters been  used  to  try  to  analyse  the  li^t  enttteitrjy’  UFO's? '/Have 
films  been  taken  of  UFO's?/;In  addition  to  knowing  U ^^may  of  the  above 
or  similar  efforts  have  been  made,  I should  spprecii;^  Icnoving  if  any 
of  the  above  or  similar  experiments  have  been  planne, 

'V.  Could  you  furnish  me  reports  on  say  ten  of  best  sightings 

in  the  last  five  years  which  have  been  classified  ar.^/inknowns"? 


JOHN  E.  HENDERSON 
15th  District  Ohio 
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Hon,_Nell  H._I^]joy -2-_  _ _May_8j^  1958 


**  Has  any  regular  procedure  been  established  to  exchange  UFO 
information  with  our  allies  ? /..Have  any  of  our  allies  issued  official 
reports  on  UFO’s? 


Sincerely  yours, 


JEH:mh 


John  E«  Henderson 
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SECY  OF  AIR  FORCE,  OIS 
ATTN:  SAFIS-3,  Major  Tacker 
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A.  Ref  Ltr  to  Secy  of  Defense  from  Congressman  Henderson,  and 
yoxur  urgent  request  just  rec'd  by  ATIC  for  extensive  info, 
statistics,  UFO  cases  and  ansvers  to  questions  requested  by 

Mr,  Henderson,  and  required  for  personal  briefing  to  be  given  him, 
Tuea.  27  May  56. 

B.  Confirming  our  telecornc  In^sslble  to  provide  large  mass  of 
info  required  by  Monday,  26  May.  Based  on  similarly  imposed 
requirements  in  the  past.  Per  our  agreement,  will  transmit  info 
and  data  desired  by  TT  Msg  here,  and  send  summary  and  I947-I938 

' i 

statistics  to  your  office  by  Monday  afternoon, 

C.  Before  answering  questions  or  providing  info,  in  order  irtiich 
they  appear  in  ltr  to  Mr.  McElroy,  a few  facts  concerning 
Rvqppelt  and  his  book  should  first  be  given,  inasmuch  as  It 
appears  to  be  basis  for  congressional  request  to  Dept  of  Defense. 
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COMDR,  ATIC 

D,  As  vith  any  free-lance  author,  Mr.  Ruppelt’s  Theories, 
opinions,  and  conclusions  are  his  own,  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Air  Force,  His  book  was  reviewed  and  passed  on 
by  fflqs  USAF  from  a security  viewpoint  only.  While  most  of 
the  statements  in  his  book  are  factual,  the  inferences  and 
implications  that  he  atteit5)ts  to  leave  are  definitely  questionable 
As  project  officer  of  UFO  program,  Ruppelt  had  good  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  various  technical  and  scientific  fields; 
con5>etent  in  monitoring  investigations,  studies;  collecting 


and  correlating  data  for  analyses,  and  conclusions.  However, 
he  was  not  an  expert  in  highly  specialized  fields  such  as 
astrophysics,  meteorological  optics,  psychological  Influences, 


etc,,  for  which  Air  Force  has  relied  on  many  scientists  and 
specialists,  whose  conclusions  are  considered  more  valid, 

E,  Answers  and  info  in  order  ^ questions  submitted  in 
Mr,  McElroy's  letter;  (l)  Project  Blue  Book  is  a continuous 
Air  Force  project;  is  directly  related  to  Air  Force  responsi- 
bility of  defense  of  Air  Space  over  U,S,;  and  rigidly 
prescribed  by  a standing  directive,  AFR  200-2,  for  the 
detection,  identification  and  analysis  of  things  in  the  air 
that  me^  be  a threat  to  U.S,  (2)  Yes,  Reports  still  continue 
to  come  in,  (3)  Since  1953  a total  of  2764  reports  have 
been  received,  for  an  average  of  slightly  over  550  per  year. 
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COMDR,  ATIC 


(4)  Distribution  by  year  and  month  (Statistics  to  be  hand- 
carried  your  office)  (5)  Unknowns  by  year  and  month  (to  be 
handcarried)  (6)  Yes  (T)  Yes.  Numerous  times^and  often  involve 
very  experienced  radar  operators,  IMs  is  standing  requirenent 
for  radar  operators  when  object  considered  UFO  and  photo 
equipment  available.  Exanq)ies:  Sane  time  ago  Navy  rushed 

to  ATIC  approximately  3000  ft  of  radar  film  of  UFO  observed 

/fi,  -'f  ^ 

Also,  a B-36  radar  operator  with  11  yrs 
e:q)erience  photographed  exceptional^harp  UFO's  shoving  on  his 

screen  vdiile  flying  over  the  South  Atlantic^  Analysis  , , 




confirmed  the  anfeH^’^Btere  of  the  UFO's?'  (B)  Yes.  ' 
has  been  done  through  'Iheodollte,  radar  and  other 
instruments.  Triangulation  is  a part  of  the  standard 
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C^J 


rtjL 

.cs 


|rg 


analysis  technique,  and  is  utilized  ^ere  two  or  more  observers 

report  the  same  object  from  separate  locations.  (9)  Yes, 

Results  negative.  For  example,  Geiger  Counter  sweeps  of  some 

* 

aircraft  involved  with  alleged  UFO's  at  high  altitudes  shows 
a slightly  higher  radioactivity  than  normal.  Reason: 

Aircraft  receive  a greater  dosage  of  cosmic  rays  at  high  altitudes 
Exan5>le:  Mantell  Case,  (vdrich  apparently  proD5>ted  this  query). 

(10)  Yes,  Specialized  combination  spectrographic  - stereo- 
camera instruments  are  located  in  approximately  60  strategically 
located  sites  in  the  U.S,  Resxilts:  negative.  Only  conventional 
objects  in  those  few  spectrographic  photos  taken. 
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(ll)  Yes,  Those  not  found  to  be  hoaxes,  photographic  flavs, 
mistaken  identification,  and  optical  illusions  caused  by 
adverse  weather,  light  e^qjosure  or  other  conditions,  are  at 
best,  only  large  and  small  indeterminate  spots  of  light, 

(12()  In  order  to  improve  its  investigative,  detection 
and  analytical  techniques  and  capabilities,  the  Air  Force 
is  continuously  testing  and  ejqjerimenting  in  this  field.  For 
exaa^le,  the  world-wide  "Moonwatch"  facilities  eire  often 


called  upon  for  data  to  assist  in  identifying  reported 
unidentified  aerial  objects.  The  services  of  all  pasofi 


astronomical  observatories  are  at  the  Air  Forces  disposal, 

imeiaitae  'the  FBI,  OSI,  ONI  and  others  where  needed.  (13) 

Ten  best  "Unknowns"  of  the  last  five  (5)  years  (Re  telecon 

✓ ^ 

between  MaJ,  Tacker  and  Capt,  Gregory  1330  hrs,  Fri.  23  May  58,  . 

vviC.ii*-!  cLu-'w^ 

Ihe  conclusion  was  that  this  ’■  *'  ■*  * ''  ' ' ' * ' “*■  ' 


period^and  that  interview  with  Mr.  Henderson  could  cover 
subject.)  (ll*)  The  Air  Force  is  advised  of  foreign  sightings 
by  various  U.S,  government  agencies  and  personnel  overseas. 
Until  recently  very  few  foreign  UFOs  reported.  Definitely 
established  increase  is  proportionate  to  number  of  Flying 
Saucer  and  UFO  books  distributed  overseas,  (15)  Only  a 
very  small  percentage  of  UFO  reports  officially  issued  by 
foreign  governments  or  our  allies.  The  majority  generally 
qualify  them  with  ibpinion  that  Objects  are  probably  aircraft 
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F.  Reconaaend  that  the  "Air  Force  Semi-Annual  UFO  Report" 
recently  submitted  by  this  Center,  be  brought  to  both 
Senator  Saltonstall ' s and  Congressmsui  Henderson's  attention 
particularly  para  B.6,  which  proves  that  concerted,  wide- 
scale  campaign  now  under  way  to  contact  all  members  of 
Congress  to  pressure  Air  Force  re  UFO's. 


COORDINATION: 


Col.  Gilbert  - A FCIN-4E  - 


Mr.  Arcier  - AFCIN4X 


. CcPV  TC 

Maj.  Byrne  - AFCIN-Xl 
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ICKUOPANDUU  >OR  RTCORD 


Byrne  A CTM/XIA 
June  23,  1958 


£UBJ''CTt  Briefing  of  Representative  Henderson  and  CoUeafUos  on  the 

Air  force  tbldentified  Flying  Object  (UFO)  Program 


Rep*  Henderson,  Ohio 
Rep*  Cramer,  Florida 
Rep.  Ha  gnus  on,  Ifaehlngtao 
Rep*  (Ifre.)  talker,  Waahington 
Mr*  Uongel  (Adn.  Aid*^Fnders<»} 

Ifr*.  Bachelor  (A<:m.  Aid — Cramer) 

Up*  Toly  (Adm.  Aid — Hr,  lb,-nu8an) 
ifr.  Oordon  (Ado*  Aid— Oriffen.  ULoh.) 


2*  The  briefing  was  prepared  in  rosponne 
by  Rep*  H<“nderson  vdio  had  nrevlouely  subniltted 
on  UFO's.  AFCIN  prepared  the  answers  to  these 
the  necessary  briefing  material* 


1*  On  20  June  1958,  Major  Boland,  SAFLL  and  Major  Tacker,  SAFIB, 
assisted  by  )tr,  Arcier,  A>G1N~4X1,  and  Major  Byrne,  AFCIH-XIA,  briefed 
the  following  Bouse  members,  in  the  Capitol  chamber  of  Representative 
John  F..  Henderson,  (^o* 


Members  of  Congress  are  consta  tly  besieged  by  constituents 
regarding  UFO's,  by  letter,  telephone  and  personal  I its.  With  rare 
exception,  such  requests  are  forwarded  to  5AFLL  for  answer.  The  lack 
of  information  on  UFO's  professed  by  the  Congressran  causes  a certain 
amount  of  professional  eubarrassment.  As  a res'^t,  a great  number  of 
Congreasmen  and  their  administrative  aids  have  indicated  an  interest 
in  first-hand  infermation  on  UFO's*  BAFLL,  cm  the  urging  of  TAFIS 
and  Ai-OIIf,  sieaed  this  opportunity  to  prepare  a number  of  briefing 
kite,  containing  reproductions  of  statistical  informatlon^charts  ano 
graphs,  indivldxial  case  histories,  and  such  other  related  material 
that  woulc  give  the  reader  a rather  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
si^Ject.  These  kits  were  submitted  at  the  time  of  the  subje^'t 
briefing.  It  is  oxpecteo  that  a dltional  requests  will  be  made  for 
kits  as  word  travels  regardin / their  ava. lability. 


Co 

re 


4«  The  ConiTessional  audience  was  favorai  ly  impressed  by  the 
presentation.  One  appart'nt  dedicated  skeptic,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  briefing,  professed  his  complete  faith  and  con  idence  in  the 
Air  Force's  handling  of  U O's.  Peveral  mem>>ers  indicated  that  they 
were  now  prepared  to  deal  ulrectly  with  their  constltu«ntfl  rdthout 
calling  cm  FAFIX* 


u 


UftJ.  Byme  A7C1N/XU 
P»r«  2 

JuM  S3,  1958 


5«  The  aubjeot  brleflnt^,  acbeUuled  fcr  one  hoxcr^  lestaa  the  full 
fflornin*'y  «hioh  Attests  to  the  Conpresaional  interest  In  the  subject* 
The  folloNla^  lo  believed  to  have  accrued  ft'on  the  brleilng,  with 
meid>erB  expreeainpt 

a*  CMiilaence  in  the  Air  Poroe  U:  0 pro^^aza* 

b*  An  underatanduzi;  of  the  problciae  the  Air  i^orce  iaoee  in 
adsioietering  the  prograa* 

0*  Aoceptanoe  of  reapmsiblUtijr  to  personally  advise  their 
oonatituente  co  U>0  natters* 

d*  Agreenont  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  give  the  aubjeot 

undue  pxd>llai^,  partioularly  In  an  open  or  closed  fonaal 
Congreesional  hearing* 

e*  Cistriust  in  private  orgazxlsatiana  and  authors,  as  giving 
un^ue  inpetue  to  the  exlatanoe  of  "flying  aaucera"  and 
atiamlatlng  unfavorable  public  hysteria* 

6*  \tr»  Ardar  a-  dressed  the  group  as  a technical  ccaiaultant* 

UaJ*  in  the  capacity  aa  adailniatrative  consultant,  clarified 

certain  answers  given  by  the  ' A^IX  repreaentatlve,  to  preclude  possible 
Bdsviderstandlng  on  how  the  U 0 oroiTam  la  adminiatored  Air  i'croe  wide* 

7«  The  exoeUsnt  briefing  material  prepared  by  AFCIK^  and  the 
personal  attendance  of  t<r*  Arcler,  who  li^-essed  the  group  with  hie 
profound  council,  deeerve  special  note  as  roaaoo  for  suoeeaa  of  the 
briefing* 

8«  Claasliiea  p<»*tioca  of  the  D.‘0  fclentlflo  Panel  heport  of 
1993  ware  luade  available  to  and  receipted  Cor  ky  the  Congressnen 
^u'eoent* 


Rep.  Cramer,  Florida 
Rep.  Henderson,  Ohio 
Rep.  Mognuson,  Washington 
R^^,  Mongel  Asst,  to  Henderson 


Rep.  Gorden  Asst,  to  Grlffen,  Michigan 

Rep.  Bachelor  Asst,  to  Cramer 

Rep.  Telz  Asst,  to  Mognuson 

Rep.  Walker  Asst,  to  Tollesson,  Washington 

Rep.  Bass  Nev  Hampshire 

Rep.  Alger  Texas 


Rep.  May 


Connecticut 
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